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Five contexts for research data management plans (DMPs) are described below to stimulate 

discussion around the roles that liaison librarians might perform in the support of DMPs.  These 

topics cover the purpose and use of DMPs, while a separate discussion will be held about the 

DMPOnline web-based tool for preparing DMPs. Three background readings are provided below 

that discuss different aspects of DMPs and their uses. Be prepared to talk about each of these 

five topics.  

 

1. A Policy Base for DMPs 

 

UAPPOL Research Records Stewardship Guidance Procedure Appendix A: Research 

Records Management and Preservation Guidelines contains a section on a Research 

Records Management Plan.  This addresses data management plans in the context of 

research planning. 

 

Such plans recognize the stages through which research records will be produced, 

managed, documented, stored, disseminated and deposited (with either a staging 

or a preservation repository). Furthermore, these plans will identify the data 

stewards across a project’s lifecycle. Such stewards may be an individual or an 

organizational unit. A plan should include a copy of a project’s Records Policy [see 

below] outlining the principles and conditions of records sharing, access and 

preservation. Statements of agreement should be included from organizations 

identified and willing to provide services and act as records stewards through the 

project lifecycle and thereafter. A plan will also include a description about how 

sensitive records will be treated. [UAPPOL] 

 

Research records consists of both research administrative information and research data. 

A DMP is a research administrative record that specifically addresses research data. What 

role can liaison librarians play in informing researchers about this University guideline? 

 

2. DMPs as a Best Practice  

 

Data management plans are emerging as a best practice in several disciplines and their 

introduction as part of the application process for some research councils is increasing 

even wider usage.  Where do you expect DMPs to surface first on campus? 
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fpoliciesonline.ualberta.ca%2FPoliciesProcedures%2FProcedures%2FResearch-Records-Stewardship-Guidance-Procedure-Appendix-A-Research-Records-Management-and-Preservation-Guidelines.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFZ6O20vm1_4phWBTDrDA1Y6jSfgQ


3.  DMPs as a Process 

 

Just as preparing a grant application is a process, DMPs can also be written using a 

process.  For example, a consultation may take place initially with a researcher around 

the content and purposes of a DMP.  This meeting may be followed by a researcher 

preparing a draft DMP, which in turn might be reviewed by another person. The 

reviewer’s comments might next be integrated into another draft of the DMP.  What 

roles might liaison librarians play in this scenario? 

 

4.  DMPs as Living Documents 

 

DMPs are research administrative information and the details they contain may have 

many uses over the span of a project.  Rick Watts in Medicine at the U of A describes 

DMPs as “living documents.”  He updates his plans throughout the course of a clinical 

study.  Some DMPs may be developed in phases across the research lifecycle.  An initial 

phase may be completed at the beginning of a project while the next phase may be 

delayed until the project progresses to a certain point before being addressed.  What 

roles might liaison librarians play in this scenario? 

 

5.  DMPs as Relationship Documents 

 

Chuck describes DMPs as “a document of relationships” where partnerships for data 

management services are identified at the beginning of a project and strategies are 

articulated early in a project about how specific data management issues will be handled. 

What roles might liaison librarians play in this scenario? 

 

Background Readings: 

 

EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation. Guidelines for Data Management in 

Horizon 2020. European Commission (2013). 

 

Jones, Sarah.  How to Develop a Data Management and Sharing Plan. Digital Curation Centre 

(2011). 

 

Shen, Yi and Virgil Varvel. Developing Data Management Services at the John Hopkins University. 

The Journal of Academic Librarianship (2013). 
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